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L. CYPRUS: LAST WEEK. PRESIDENT MAKARIOS COMPLETED A TOUR
OF SEVERAL ARAB STATES AIMED AT MINNING ARAB BACKING FOR THE
GREEK CYPRIOT CASE AGAINST THE TURKS. MAKARIOS RECEIV:D SCME
RHETORICAL SUPPORT FOR HIS CAUSE BUT FEW OFFERS OF CONCRETE
ASSISTANCE . ¥

MAKARTIOS' WOOING OF THE ARABS BEGAN LAST MARCH WHEN HE
RECOGNTZED THE PALIISTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION AND GRANTED
IT PERMISSION TO OPEN AN OFFICE IN NICOSIA. THE ARCHBISHOP FoL-
LOWED .THIS UP WITH A TRIP TO FOUR PERSIAN GULF STATES IN MAY AND
VIST33TS TO EGYPT. SYRIA- IRAG- AND LIBYA THIS MONTH.Y

TURKISH CYPRIOTS ALSO ARE BIDDING FOR ARAB SUPPORT. LAST
WEEK- A HIGH LEVEL TURKISH CYIPRIOT OFFICIAL WENT TO SAUDI ARABIA
IN THE FIRST OF SEVERAL VISIOTS T¢ ARAB STATES WHILE TURKISH
CYPRIOT LEADER DENKTASH IS SET TO VISIT HLIBYA AND IRAH®AQ SOON.
TURKISH CYPRIOTS WILL ALSO BE REPRESENTED AT THE TA4SLANIC
CONAUNTRIES CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN JIDDA IN MID JULY.Y

RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO ETHMIC COMNIUNITICS. MEANWHILE -
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WORSENED OVER THE WEEKEND FOLLOWING THE EXPULSION OF SEVERAL

HUNDRFD GREEK CYPRIOTS FROM THE- TURKISH CYPRIOT ZONE AND QOH3d3
REEDENKTASH'S THREAT TO EXPEL THE REMAINING GREEK CYFRIOTS UNLESS
ALL TURKISH CYPRIOTS L.IVING IN THE GREEK CYPRIOT ZONE WHO WISH
TO MOVE NORTH ARE ALLOWED TO DO SO. ALTHOUGH DENKTASH IS UPSET
ABOUT THE ALLEGED ROUGH TREATMENT OF SOME TURKISH CYPRIOTS RE-
CENTLY CAUGHT NAKINé THEIR WAY TO THE NORTH. HIS DEMAND MAY BE
THE BEGINNING OF AN EFFORT TO ACHIEVE THE COMPLETE SEPARATION OF
THE TW9 COMMUNITIES. THERE ARE LESS THAN 10.000 TURKISH CYPRIOTS
STILL LEFT IN THE SOUTH AND AN EAQUAL NUMBER OF GREEK CYPRIOTS IN
THE NORTH. SHOULD THE EXPLUTAABWERSION OF GREEK CYPRIOTS CON-
TINUE, IT MAY WHELL LEAD TO THE CANCELLATION OF THE THIRD ROUND OF
INTERCOMMUNAL TALKS SET TO BEGIN IN VIENNA ON JULY 24.3{CON-
FIDENTIAL}Y

2. USSR: THE VOLUBLE MIKHAIL KAPITSA~ ONE OF THE SOVIET
FOREIGN MINXSTRY'S TOP EXPERTS ON’THE FAR EAST. TOLD A VISITING

STALEMATED. BUT HE GAVE NO HINT OF PARTICQBULAR TENSIONS.
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KAPITSA CLAIMED . AS HE® HAD IN THE PAST. THAT THE SINC-SOVIET
BORDER PROBLEM COULD BE SOLVEDX "ANY DAY™ IF THE CHINESE UERE i
UILLING TO NEGOTIATE REALISTICALLY.Y
KAPITSA CLAIMED THAT. IN RETUXRN FOR THE THREE SOVIET
HELICCPATER CREW MEMBERS HAELD IN CHINA SINCE MARCH 1974, THE
CHINESE HAVE DEMANZHMDED THE RETURN OF ALL CHINESE WHO HAVE
ILLEGALLY ENTERED THE SOVIET UNION. THE SOVIETS HAD SENT BACK
34 BORDER-CROSSERS LAST YEAR. HE SAID. BUT OBVIOUSLY COULD NOT
MEET THE CHINESE DENAND TO REPATRIATE ALL THE 100.0030 CHINESE
WHO ., HE BSAID. FLED CHINA IN 189L2 AFTER DISTURBANCES IN SINKIANG.
BKAPITSA CLAIMED THAT THESE CHINESE REFUGEES WERE SITUATED IN
"CAMPS .Y
COMMENTING ON OTHER SUBJECTS. KAPITSA STAID:Y
--~CHINA HAS 150 NUCLEAR WARHEADS. BUT THE MEANS OF
DELIVERY ARE NOT "VERY ACCURATE.™Y
~-HANOI IS THE ONLY STRONGLY ANJTI-CHINESE FORCE IN
A ATWOBBLY" AREA.Y
--VIETNAM WILL BE REUNITED IN ONE TO TZWO YEARS.Y
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THE SOVIET UNION HAD CONSIDERED TAKING AN INITIATIVE TOWARD
TAIWAN. BUT REJECTED THE IDEA. BECAUSE ANY SUCH STEP WOULD UNid-
DULY éONPLICATE RELATIONS WITH PEKING:V

IN A SEPARATE CONVERSATION. ANOTHER SOVIET OFFICIAL IN THE
SOVIET UNION ACKNOUWLEDGED THAT SOVIET MAPS SHOW THE SPRATLEY ANMD
PARACEL ISLANDS AS CHINESE. BUT HE SAID THIS WAS A "TAECHNICALITY."
AND TN FACT MOSCOW REGARDS THEIR STATUS AS "UNDETERMINED."L{COMN-—
FIDENTIALY E-2 IMPDET.H

BSDO DDODO

DATE: JULY 1~ 1975

ONG: N 25X1A
UNIT: - CAT/FLO

EXT: 9498 :
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//7BRGEREINAG  THE FAYLURE OF TUE ARGENTINE LABOR MOVENENT TO -
RESPOKD ON JUKE 30 Tv THE GOVERMMENT®S ROLLBACK OF UAGE INCREASES
BEYRAYS LACK OF AGREEMENT 04 HOW TO PROCEED. SENTIBRENT IS STRONG.
ROMNEVER» FOR A SHOW OF FORCE- NEGOTIATIONS ARE CONTINUING AND
PRESIDERY PERON RET WITH LABOR LEARERS LAST NISHY-B/Y

J/GTHERAL STRIKES HAVE BEEN CALLED IN THREE PROVINCIAL CITVIES.
BUT AS VYET OKLY WILDTAT STRIKEY ARE OCCURRING XN BUENOS AIRES.//%

//THE APDINISTRATION IS WOT LIKELY T0 FIND NUCH SUPPCRT FOR A
SHOUSOWN WITH LASOR. IRDEER+ PRESIBERTIAL APVIIER LOPEZ REGA REPORT-~
EPLY SOUGHT IW VAIN RECENTLY FOR ARKRY BACKING DURING WHAT COULD BE A
PRILOHGED GENERAL STRIKER HE YAS TOLD THAT THE OFFICERS XOULD MAIN-
TAIN A SYRICTLY HANDS-OFF POLICY.//¥

//THE OPPICERS REALIZE THEY MILL WEED LABOR SUAPORT IN THE

~ EVENT THEY FEEL ORLISED 7O TAKE OVER THC GOVERNMENT. PERONIST AND

OPPOSITION PARTY CONGREZSNEN ALSO HAVE DEER EXPRESIING SUPPORT FOR
LABOR./Z/%
//IRTERIOR NINISTER ROCAMORA: ¥HO IS THREATEKIKG TO RESIGN.
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REPORTEBLY HAS CAUTIONED PERONISTIS THAT LOPEZ REGA NAY RESORT TO
FORCE AGAINST THEW IN AN EFFORT TO DISCOURAGE THEN FRON OPPOSING
HRS. PERON. ROPEZ REGA+ IN FACT. IS REPHTED TO CONTROL THE RIGHT-
RING TERRORIST ANTI-COBAUNIST ALLIAKCE. WHICH MAY HAVE BEEN RE-
SPONSIBLE FOR A BONBING ATTVACK ON JUNE 29 AGAINST A RELATIVE OF THE
ACTING SECRERARY GENERAL OF THE PERONIST LABOR CONFEDERATION.
PERONIST LABOR LEAPERT ARE SAID 70 FEAR FURTHER TERROKIZT ATBACKS.//V

//76ROYING OPPOTITEBN TO NRI. PERUN'S AUTHORITY AS THE HEAD OF
THE PERONIST PIOVERENT WAS RIFLECTED LAST WEEKEND IN A VERRBAL CLASH
BETBEER RAUL LASTIRI~~LOPEZ REGA®S INTIAATE AKD SHE NUNBER-TWO HAN
IN THE PERONISY PERTY HIERARCHY~-ANDP SEVERAL KEY PERORIST KENATORS.
{SECRET NO FOREIGN DISIEN}// E-2 INPHET.A

%0/0D&
25X1A
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EAST ASIA .BRIEF 1L01-75.%

1. THAILAND-CHINA: BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE FOR CHINA. PRINE
NINISfER KHUKRIT SAID HE EXPECTED NO LAST-MINUTE HITCHES IN THE
NEGOTIATIONS TO ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH PEKING-

KHUKRIT EXPRESSED PLEASURE UITH THE TONE AND SUBSTANCE OF THE

JOINT COMMUNIGUE THAT WILL ANNOUNCE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF RELATIONS 5
AND SAID HE BELIEVES IT GIVES BANGKOK MORE THAN MALAYSIA OR THE
PHILIPPINES GOT IN THEIR COMMUNIQUES.Y

Jexic //A REVIEU OF _THE DOCUNENTw- 25X1C
— SHOWS THAT- IM FACT- IT INCLUDES MO

SIGNIFICAMT DEPARTURES FROM THE TWO EARLIER AGREEMNENTS. IT
INCLUDES A LENGTHY PARAGRAPH ON THE CITIZENSHIP OF ETHNIC
CHINESE IN THAILAND-. RENOUNCIMG DUAL MATIONALITY AND
ENJOINING THOSE WHO ELECT TO REMAIN CHINESE CITIZENS TO
RESPECT THE LAWS AND CUSTOMS OF THAILAND. THE PROVISION.
WHICH CLOSELY PARALLELS THE LANGUAGE USED TN THE
SINO-MALAYSIAN COMMUNIQUE LAST YEAR. APPZARS TO HAVE

MET BANGXKOK'S REQUIREMENT FOR A CLEAR STATENENT ON

aN:

ORIG:

UNIT:
EXT:
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THE RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF“THAILAND'S LARGE
ETHNIC CHIMESE COMMUNITY.//Y

)/THE SINO-THAI COMNMUNIQUE ALSO FOLLOUS THE EARLIER MALAYSIAN
AND PHILIPPINE EXAMPLES ON THE QUESTION OF TAIWUAN. BANGKOK
"RECOGNIZES™ PEKING AS THE SOLE LEGAL GOVERNMENT OF CHIMNA
AND "ACKNOWLEDGESH"™ PZKING'S CLAIM TO TAIWAN.//%

//ADDRESSING THE SENSITIVE QUESTION OF SU3SVERSION. THE
ANNOUNCEMENT REAFFIRMS THE RIGHT OF A PEOPLE TO CHOSE THEIR Oull
POLITICAL- ECONOMIC. AND SOCIAL SYSTEMS. FREE OF OUTSIDE
INTERFERENCE. THE COMMUNIQUE ALSO EXPRESSES (PPOSTITION TO THE
EFFORTS OF THIRD COUNTRIES T0 ESTABLISH HEGEMONY "IN
ANY PART OF THE WORLD."™ LANGUAGE GENERALLY UNDERSTOOD TO
BE AIMED AT THE SOVIET UNION AND OF GREAT INPORTANCE TO PEKIMNG.//%

//THE JOINT COMMUNIQUE WAS WORKED OUT EARLIER THIS MONTH
DURING A FOUR-DAY VISIT TO PZKING BY A THAI FOREIGN MINISTRY
DELEGATION. NO SERIOUS PROBLEMS MARRED THE NEGOTIATIONS.

A THAI OFFICIAL SAID LAST WEEK THAT THE CHINESE HAD NOT
MADE AN ISSUE OF THE SO-CALLED KUOMINTANG REMNANY TROOPS IN
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NORTHERN THAILAND+ AND THEY APPARENTLY DID NOT RAISE THE
QUESTION OF THAILAND'S ANTI-COMMUNIST LAW. WHICH FORBIDS
TRAVEL TO CHINA. THE THAIé HAD EARLIER. FEARED THAT THE CHINZSE
WOULD SEEK TO RESOLVE BOTH ISSUES BEFORE AGREEING TO SIGN
THE COMMUNIQUE.//Y

KHUKRIT‘STRESSED THAT HE WAS NOT PREPARED TO SACRIFICE
THATLAND#3'S NATIONAL INTEREST FOR GOOD RELATICONS WITH
THE CHINESE. AT THE SAME TIME. HE DOES NOT EXPECT THE
CHINESE TO CEASE SUPPORT FGR THE THAI COMMUNIST
INSURGENCY SIMPLY BECAUSE THE TuWO COUNTRIES HAVE
ESTABLISHED DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. IN A MORE POSITIVE
VEIN- THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT RECOGNITION OF CHINA
WILL DRAW THE ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN NATIONS CLOSER
TOGETHER SO THAT THEY WILL BE BETTER ABLE TO DISCUSS COMMON
CONCERNS ON CHIMNA AND VIETNAM.Y¥ )

KHUKXRIT HELD OUT SOME HOPE THAT A TRADE AGREEMENT COULD
BE SIGNED DURING HIS VISIT. THE THAT WOULD LIKE T0 SELL RICE
TO PEKING FOR THE NEU ﬁEGiNE IN CAMBODIA. {SECRETXY
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2.//FHATLAND: THE THAI MATIONAL STUDENT CENTER ANMOUNCED IN
BANGKOK ON MONDAY THAT IT WAS CALLING OFF ANTI-US DEMONSTRATIONS
SCHEDULED FOR JULY 4. INSTEAD. 'THE STUDENTS PLAN TO HOLD
AT A UNIVERSITY CAMPUS A "GENERAL DEBATE"™ ON THAI
FOREIGN POLICY TOWARD THE US.//%
//THE STUDENT ANNODUNCEMENT WAS TRIGGERED BY SEVERAL
FACTORS://% |
//--STRONG OPPOSITION TO THE DEMONSTRATIONS BY
THE GOVERNMENT OPPOSITION POLITICIANS. AND
THE PRESSs//%
B //~-FACTIONALISM WITHIN THE STUDENT MOVEMENTES//YdH
//--STUDENT AND LABOR APATHY3//%
//--CONCERN THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS LOOKING FOR
AN EXCUSE TO CRACK DOWN ON LEFTIST AGITATORS
WITHIN THE STUDENT MOVEMENT://Y
//--THE CONTINUING DRAUDOUN 6F US FORCES IN
THAILAND . WHICH HAS UNDERCLUT POPULAR AGITATION

FOR THE WITHDRAWAL OF US FORCES.//Y
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//THES MARKS THE SECOND YEAR IN A ROW THAT STUDENT ACTIVISTS
HAVE EAILED IN THEIR ATTEMPT TO ORGANIZE MASSIVE ANTI-US
DEMONSTRATIONS ON.JULY 4. THE FATLURE NOT ONLY UNDERSCORES
THE FACT THAT ANTI-AMERICANISM IN GENERAL IS NOT A GOOD
RALLYING POINT IN THAILAND., 3UT ALSO THAT DISENCHANTNENT'NITH
STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS IS GROWING AMCNG THE BULK OF THE PEOPLE.//Y

//DESPITE THE STUDENT PLANS TO BACK DOWN- THE POLICE
ARE CONTINUING TO MAKE CONTINGENCY PLANS TO CONTAIN ANY
DEMONSTRATORS. THE GOVERNMENT HAS MADE NO SECRET OF
ITS PLANS TO CRACK HEADS. IF NECESSARY. TO PROTECT US
EMBASSY PROPERTY. IF JULY 4 PASSES PEACEFULLY. THE KHUKRIT GOVERNMENT
WILL HAVE WON A SIGNIFXICANT VICTORY IM ITS EFFORT TO CLAMP DOUN
ON STUDENT ACTIVISM. <{CONFIDENTIAL}//Y

//LAOS: PATHET LAO TROOPS AND COMMUNIST-INSPIRED CIVILIAN

PROTESTERS CONTINUE TO 0CCUPY THREE AMERICAN INSTALLATIONS
IN THE LAO CAPITAL AND REPORTEDLYJARE DEMANDING THAT
CONTROL OF THE INSTALLATIONS BE TURNED OVER TO THE

COALITION GOVERNMENT.//¥
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//THE ¥indOR DEMONSTRATION AGAINST THE US EMBASSY WHICH MAS
WIDELY EXPECTED ON MONDA¢ FAILED TO MATERIALIZE~ BUT THE
PRESIﬂENT OF THE LAO STUDENT FEDERATION~THE ACTIVIST GROUP THAT HAS
SPEARHEADED MANY OF THE ANTI-US DEMONSTRATIONS OF THE
PAST TWO MONTHS—TALKED TOUGH AT A NEWS CONFERENCE.
HE SAID THAT IF THE US REFUSED 70 CONTINUE ASSISTANCE
TO LAOS- THE COALITiON GOVERNMENT YWOULD AGREE WITH
THE FEDERATION'S DESIRE TV BREAK DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS."//Y
//COMMUNIST DEPUTY PRIMNE MINISTER PHOUMI VONGVICHIT
RETURNED TO VIENTIANE ON MONDAY FROM SAM NEUA+ WHERE HE
HAD BEEN ATTENDING A THREE-WEEK STRATEGY MEETING OF THE
LAO COMMUNIST PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE. PRIME MINISTER
SOUVANNA PHOUMA TOLD THE US CHARGE LAST WEEK THAT PHOUMI
HAD SUFFERED A HEART ATTACK IN SAM NEUA AND THAT HIS
RETURN TO VIENTIANE HAD BEEN POSTPONED INDEFINiTELY.
SOUVANNA CLATMED HE HAD RECEIVED dORD OF PHOUMI'S
ALLEGED TLLNESS BY TELEGRAM FROM SAM NEIJA. {SECRET}//%
4. KOREA: SOUTH KOREAN PMILITARY OFFICIALS REPORT THAT ON JUNE‘
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28 SEVERAL SUSPECTED NORTH KOREAN AGENTS WERE SIGHTED NEAR

KWANGJU AIRFIELD IN SOUTHWESTERMN SOUTH KOREA. THE ARMED
FINFILTRATORSA REPORTEDLY/MEARING SOUTH KOREAN ARMY UNIFORMS.
WERE PURSUED BY A COUNTER-INFILTRATION FORCE OF SOME 370 MEN.
IN THE ENSUING FIREFIGHT. FOUR SOUTH KOREAN POLICEMEN WERE
KILLED AND SIX WOUNDED. ONE NORTH KOREAN AGENT WAS KILLEDA
AND TWO OTHERS ARE BEING JOUGHT.Y

MEANWHILE. THE BODY OF A NORTH KOREAM AGENT. ALONG WITH ONE
AK-47? RIFLE- A SOVIET-MADE PISTOL. AND OTHER AGENT-RELATED
CQUIPMENT WAS DISCOVERED SOME 40 NAUTICAL MILES SOUTHEAST
OF KWANGJU. ALONG THE SOUTHERN COAST. THE DROWUMED AGENT NMAY
HAVE BEEN PART OF THE TEAM THAT WAS SIGHTED NEAR KWANGJU.
EARLIER THIS MONTH- TWO SUSPECTED AGENT CACHES—CONTAINING
SUCH ITEMS AS PISTOLS AND HAND GREMADES—WERE DISCOVERED
NORTHWEST OF SEOQUL.Y ) )

ALTHOUGH SOUTH KOREAN AUTHORITIES PERIODICALLY ARREST
SUSPECTED MNORTH KOREAM AGENTS. ARMED ENCOUNTERS HAVE BEEN

RATHE®? TIMFREQUENT IN RECENT YEARS. THE LAST INCIDENT INVOLVING

DATE :
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AN EXCHANGE OF FIRE OCCURRED LAST SUMMER OFF THE SOUTH
OF SOUTH KOREA. THE NORMAL SEASONAL INCREASE IN INFILT
ATTEMPTS- COMBINED WITH S:;'EPPED UP SECURITY PRECAUTION
SEQUL~ MAY ACCOUNT FOR THE INCIDENTS IN RECENT WEEKS.
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MIDDLE EAST AFRICA BRIEF 101-75.%

1. LEBANON: A SIX-MAN. "NON-POLITICAL"™ CABINET CONTAINING HAX
NELTHER PHALANGISTS NOR .SOCIALISTS WAS FORMED IN LEBANON ON MON-
" DAY. THIS REPRESENTS A VICTORY FOR PRIME WINISTER-DESIGNATE
RASHID KARAMI AND A DEFEAT FOR PRESIDENT FRANJIVAH.Y

FORMAL TNSTALLATIGN OF THE NEW CABINET BY PRESIDENT FRAN-
JIYAH IS EXPECTED ON TUESDAY. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS FROMN
BEIRUT. MINOR HAGGLING IS STRILL GOING ON OVER WHICH PORTFOLIOS
ARE TO JE ASSUMED BY EACH OF THE SIX MEMBERS. THE SPEAKER OF
THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES. A LEADING SHIA MUSLIM POLITICIAN AND
LONGTIME ASSOCIATE OF PRESTIDENT FRANJIYAH. TOLD REPORTERS THIS WAS
A "MINOR POINT WHICH CANNOT BE DESCRIBED AS AN OBISTACLE."H

FOR MORE THAN A MONTH. FRANJIYAH AND THE COUNTRY'S OTHER
CHRISTIAN LEADERS HAD HELD OUT FOR PARTICIPATION BY THE RIGHT-
WING PHALANGES PARTY IN THE NEW GOVERNMENT. PHALANGIST LEADER
PIERRE JUMAYYIL SO FAR HAS MADE NO PUBLIC STATEMENT. HE MET FOR
SEVERAL ON MONDAY WITH FRANJIYAH AND KARAMI. HOUEVER. AMD PROBABLY
AGREED AT LEAST T9 REFRAIN FROM FUBLIC OPPOSITION TO THE NEU
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CABINAET .4
IT MAY TAKE A FEW DAYS FOR JUMAYYIL TO CONVINCE HIS FOLLOWERS
TO LAY'DOUN THEIR. ARMS AND ACCEPT EXCLUSION FROM THE CABINET.
THE PHALANGISTS OVER THE PAST TuWwo DAYS HAVE BECOME INVOLVED IN
THE FIGHTING. THEY UILL WANT TO AVENGE THEIR SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER
0F CASUAL3TIES AND PROTEST WHAT THEY SEE AS A MUSLIN EFFORT TO
ISOLATE THE CHRISTIAN POLITICAL PARTIES.Y
FORMER PRESiDENT CAMILLE SHAMUN. LEADER OF THE NATIONAL
LIBERAL PARTY. IS THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS CHRISTIAN IN THE CABINET
AND—WITH KARAMI—ONE OF THE GROUPI'S TWO MOST POWERFUL POLITICIANS.
SHAMUN AND KARAMI WERE BITTER OPPONENTS IN THE 1958 CIVIL WARS
THEIR RECONCILTATION AND SHAMNUN'S PARTICIPATIONM UILL BE PLAYED UP
| BY KARAMI AS A MAAJOR CONCESSION TO THE CHRISTAIANS.Y
| | THE "OTHER FOUR MEMBERS OF THE CABINET ARE POLITICAL INDEPEN-
DENTS CHOSEN TO RE PPESENT THE COUNTRY'S MAJOR RELIGIOUS GROUPS.
THREE OF THE FOUR SERVED IN THE CABINET OF FORMER PRIME MINISTER
RASHID SULH. WHICH RESIGMNED IN LATE NAY-.AMONG THEM IS PHILIP

TAQGLA- UHO HHAS BEEN AMONG LEBAMON'S MOST ABLE FOREIGN MINISTERS-
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GHASSAN TUWAYNI - THE POLITICALLY INFLUENTIAL EDITOR AND
PUBLISHER OF BEIRUT'S LARGEST DAILY NEWSPAPER. WILL SERVE AS
MINISTER OF INFORNATIONw/BEDUCATonn AND PALANNING. GENERALLY
PRO-US- HE SERVED AS DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER UNDER FORMER PRIME
MINISTER SAIB SALAM IN THE EARLY 1970S.¥%

FIGHTING CONTINUED T¢ BE VERY HEAVY IN ALL AREAS OF BEIRUT
PRIOR TO THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE CABINET. ITS FORMATION SHOULD 4343
LEAD TO A REDUCTION OF HOSTILITIES. INASMUCH AS IT WILL ENCOURAGE
THE MNAIN MUSLIM. CHRISTIAN. AND PALESTINIAN FACTIONS TO DISMANTLE
THEIR RAOADBLOCKS. THIS WILL MAKE IT EASIER FOR THE SECURITY
SERVICES TO OISOLATE AND ELIMINATE RESISTANCE BY LEBANESE

.LEFTISTS AND THE RADICAL FEDAYEEN.Y .

THE LEBANESE ARMY. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS. IS LINMITING
ITS ACTIVITIES TO PROTECTING IMPORTANT INSTALLATIONS IN BEIRUT.
THE ARMY IS NOT KNOWN TO HAVE JOINJFED THE SECURILITY FORCES fiOR

® THE JOINT LEBANESE~PALESTIMIAN PATROLS IN ATTEMPTING 70 FLUSH
; ouT SNIPF?S {CONFIDENTIALTY

COHORO ISLANDS: V/THE FRENCH NATIOMAL ASSEMSLY ON JUNE
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eb APPROVED A BILL THAT MOVES THE COMORO ISLANDS FURTHER TOWARD

INDEPENDENCE BUT CALLS INTO QUESTION THE FUTURE TERRITORIAL INTE-
GRITY OF THE ARCHIPELAGOf THE ASSEMBLY VOTED T0 ALLOW EACH OF THE
FOUR INDIAN GCEAN ISLANDS TO DECIDE SEPARATELY WHETHER TO ACFEPT
A DRAFT INDERENDENCE CONSTITUTION THAT IS TO BE DRAUN UP WITHIN
SIX MONTHS BY @d A COMMITTEE REPRESENTING ALL COMORIAN POLI-
TICAL GROUPS. PRIME MINISTER CHIRAC'S GOVERNMENYT HAD WANTED ALL
THE ISLANDS TO EE BOUND BY THE CONSTITUTIOWN. ONCE A MAJORITY

OF ALL THE ISLANDERS APPROVES ITS ADCPTION.//W

!t
‘ COMORIAN NATIONAL POLITICAL LEADERS ARE SURE TO DENOUNCE

THE ASSEMBLY'S ACTAION. AN ISLAND-BY-ISLAMED VOTE UWILL ALLOW THE
NAHORAIS——THE INHABITANTS OF THE ISLAND OF MAYOTTZ--TO END THEIR
ASSOCTIATION BWITH THE REST OF THE COMOROS AND BECOME A FRENCH
DEPARTMENT. THE MAHORAIS VOTED AGAINST INDEPENDENCE IN THE
REFERENDUM OF DECEMBER 1974. MAYOTTE HAS A LARGE FRENCH AND NA-
TIVE CHRISTIAN POPU?HR?HBR?LATION; AND THE MAHORAIS FEEL LITTILE
SENSE OF IDENTITY WITH THE MUSLIMN CULTURE THAT PREDOMINATES OMN THE

OTHER ISLANDAS.//Y
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FRENCH OFFICIALS ARE CONCERNED ABOUT INTERNATIONAL REACTION

A
TO THE ASSEMBLY'S VOTE. THEY FEAR PARIS WILL BE SUBJECTED TO CHARGES

OF ATTEMPTING TO PERPETUATE A COLONIAL ARRANGEMENT WITH MAYOTTEA
INVORDER TO ENSURE FRANCE A NILIATARY PRESENCF IN THE INDIAN OCEAN.
FRANCE IS ALREADY UNDER INCREASING CRITICISM FROMN AFRICAN AND

ARAB COUNTRIES BECAUSE OF ITS POLICIES TOWARD SOUTH AFRICIA

AND iTS CONTINUING.HOQHHBELD ON THE FRENCH TERRITORY OF AFARS
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